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conscientious and progressive citizenry, through the focusing of national at-
tention on the value of American citizenship, together with its duties and
responsibilities." Such discussion groups can and should lead to action and
thus change a geographic community into a social community.
The community and the family. The community can only function as the
family supports it, and at the same time the family has opportunities only as
the community provides them. It is the primary function of the community to
provide the family with a richer, more satisfying life. Yet only through the
family's investment can this be attained. Therefore, the relationship of the
family to the community is a mutual exchange. Through community leader-
ship, the individual and the family must develop a sense of responsibility for
the welfare of the community. Families and groups have to be helped to
overcome their selfishness and provinciality so that they may recognize that
they will profit in direct proportion to their contribution to the improvement
of the entire community. This was a very fundamental lesson repeated again
and again in our Army experience: to achieve a group goal the individual, at
times, had to be secondary in importance to the group.
The individual and the family, if they are to be a part of the community
life, must assume the responsibility of participation. This is an obligation of
life in a democracy. Everyone has to be enough of a politician to act intelli-
gently in the selection of leaders, in their election, in checking on their actions
and accomplishments. Further than that, we must be members of social, edu-
cational, and economic groups in order to take part truly in community affairs.
The community leadership, however, often must stimulate the formation of
those groups in which we, the citizens, can function.
In the final analysis the success of any program will be determined by the
extent to which individuals identify themselves as members of the family
with the neighborhood, the neighborhood with the city, the city with the
state, and so on. Similarly, there must be the opportunity for the individual
to identify with the family, the family with the school, the church, the dub,
and other organizations within the community. The identification fosters a
strong sense of belonging and approval and security.
SPECIFIC SOCIAL PROBLEMS
Social problems arise when either the environment is too tough or the
personality too weak, or both. The community can and should make a greater
effort to help maintain a balance between the environment and the person-
alities exposed to it. Unpleasant as it is to admit it, much of the mental sick-
ness that we saw in the Army resulted from a failure of society to prevent it
This was partly due to defective leadership, partly due to traditional practices,